
Roof Garden
Zhang Biqing spent six years building a rock-covered rooftop villa decorated with trees and bushes on top of a 26-story apartment block in Beijing, China. At around 8,600 sq ft (800 sq m) in area, it had to be demolished for fear that its weight might cause the entire building to collapse.

DOG WEDDING
An 18-year-old girl called Mangli Munda married a dog 

in Jharkhand, India, in 2014 after village elders told her 

that the union would ward off a curse.

More than 50 guests attended the elaborate Hindu 

wedding ceremony, and the canine groom, a stray 

named Sheru, arrived in a chauffeur-driven car. The 

dog wedding is not legally binding, leaving Munda free 

to marry a human in the future.

TORNADO FIRE 
Janae Copelin photographed this 

spectacular “tornado fi re” as a funnel 
of fl ame twisted into the sky while 
a farmer was burning his fi eld in 
Chillicothe, Missouri. Sometimes 

called a “fi re devil,” the natural 
phenomenon occurs when strong 

winds whip a fi re upward, 
and funnels can reach nearly 

100 ft (30 m) high. This funnel lasted 
only a couple of minutes, but Janae 
described it as the coolest/scariest 

thing she had ever seen.

DISAPPEARING SUMMIT When Mount 
St. Helens in Washington State erupted 
in 1980, the angry volcano spewed about 
540 million tons of ash over an area of more 
than 22,000 sq mi (57,000 sq km). It caused 
such a huge landslide that the mountain’s 
summit was reduced by 1,300 ft (400 m).

DOUBLE TREE Known locally as “Bialbero di 
Casorzo” or the “Double Tree of Casorzo,” 
a strange tree in Casorzo, Italy, consists of 
a cherry tree growing on top of a mulberry 
tree. It is thought that a bird might have 
dropped a cherry seed on top of the mulberry 
tree and then the seed grew roots through 
the hollow trunk to reach the soil below.

TOO DIM The Statue of Liberty became 
the U.S.A.’s first electric lighthouse in 1886. 
It was decommissioned in 1902 because it 
was not bright enough. 

SHORTEST HIGHWAY I-97 is the shortest 
2-digit interstate highway in the contiguous 
U.S.A. It is only 17 mi (27 km) long and lies 
entirely in Anne Arundel County, Maryland.

BUSY CROSSING Every day of the year, about 
one million people walk on the Shibuya 
pedestrian crossing outside Shibuya railway 
station in Tokyo, Japan. At its busiest, in half 
an hour enough people use the crossing to 
fill a 45,000-seat sports stadium.

REVERSING FALLS The Reversing Falls of 
Saint John in New Brunswick, Canada, flow 
in different directions according to the time 
of day. The change in direction is produced 
by a series of underwater ledges combined 
with surges from the powerful local tides, 
which can cause water levels to vary by 50 
ft (16 m)—the same height as a five-story 
building—from low to high tide.

REPLICA COLON A hotel located on an 
island near Antwerp, Belgium, is designed 
to resemble a giant human colon. Made 
of wood, foam and fiberglass, the Hotel 
CasAnus follows the contours of the 
digestive system, starting with the tongue, 
continuing through the stomach, then the 
small and large intestines, and ending with 
the anus. It was originally created by Dutch 
designer Joep van Lieshout as an artwork, 
but has been converted into one-bedroom 
living quarters, allowing guests to curl up in 
a replica butthole. 

OVERNIGHT OASIS A large 60-ft-deep 
(18-m) lake suddenly appeared in the 
Tunisian desert in July 2014. One minute the 
area was sand, the next it was a turquoise 
body of water dubbed Lac de Gafsa in honor 
of the nearest town. The lake is believed to 
have been caused by a rupture in the rock 
above the local water table.

UNDERGROUND TRAMPS Workers in 
Gwynedd, North Wales, spent 4,500 hours 
transforming an old slate cavern to house 
three huge underground trampolines. The 
Bounce Below trampolines are 60 ft (18 m) 
wide and linked by 60-ft-long (18-m) slides. 
The top one is suspended 180 ft (54 m) 
above the floor of the cavern. 

MISSOURI MOVE During the American 
Civil War (1861–1865), Marshall, in the 
state of Texas, was the capital city of the 
state of Missouri. A major Confederate 
city, Marshall became the headquarters of 
Missouri’s Confederate government-in-exile. 

RAIN DAY The town of Waynesburg, 
Pennsylvania, holds an annual Rain Day 
festival—complete with a Miss Rain Day 
pageant—on July 29 to recognize the 
fact that it has rained here on that date 
114 times in the past 141 years.

The hay had probably been cut by 
farmers during the preceding spell 

of warm weather and been lifted 
by convection, where the ground 
heats the air above it, causing the 

air to rise. The hay was then carried 
along by warm thermals. As the hay 
rose high into the sky, the cooler air 
caused the thermals to break down 

and the grass fell back to earth.

HAY STORM Over a period of four days 
in June 2014, huge clumps of hay fell 
from high altitudes over large parts 
of the western U.K.—including Devon 
and Lancashire, which are more than 
200 mi (320 km) apart. Dry grass was 
seen falling from clear blue skies on 
windless days, covering cars, roads and 
gardens in a thick layer.
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