
“The Sacred Hairy Family from Burma,” as they were known, 
suffered from hypertrichosis, meaning their faces were entirely 

covered in thick hair. Several generations of the family, 
headed by Shwe-Maong, lived and performed at the 

court of the King of Burma in the 19th century, until a 
revolution drove them from the palace. 

They were discovered by an Italian soldier, who 
suggested they travel to Europe to make their 

fortune as living exhibits. In 1886, Shwe-Maong’s 
daughter Mah-Phoon, and her son and grandson, 

all covered in hair, appeared in London to great 
interest from the public. They later traveled to 

France, and in the 1890s found fame in the U.S. 
sideshow of legendary showman P.T. Barnum, 

where they performed for one year as 
“unearthly beings,” including an 
appearance at Madison Square 

Garden in New York City. 

Moung-Phoset (left), his 
mother Mah-Phoon and his 
sister Mah-Me.

W
EREW

OLF FA
M
E

W
EREW

OLF FA
M
E

M
ore th

is w
ay

Congenital hypertrichosis is an 
extremely rare condition that affects 
just one billionth of the population. 

There have been fewer than 100 cases 
ever recorded and only a handful of 
people on Earth are currently living 
with the disorder. Often known as 

“Werewolf Syndrome,” hypertrichosis 
emerges in childhood and causes thick, 

long hair to grow all over the face, 
and in some cases the entire body, 
leaving only the palms of the hands 

and the soles of the feet hairless. It is a 
hereditary disease, meaning it is passed 
through generations of the same family 

from parent to child, and there is no 
known cause or cure. Treatments to 

remove hair will work only temporarily, 
as the hair will always grow back.
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