
ART TRUCKS
Japanese truckers love to customize their vehicles with steel, 
chrome and gold, topped with brightly colored neon and 
ultraviolet lighting for a dazzling display at night.

Many Dekotora (“decorated trucks”) also have landscapes, 
pictures of celebrities or images of characters from popular 
Japanese animation and comic books painted on the sides.

Harley Hearse
At his funeral in Mechanicsburg, 
Ohio, in 2014, 82-year-old motorcycle 
enthusiast Bill Standley was lowered 
into the ground in a see-through casket 
while sitting astride his beloved 1967 
Harley-Davidson Electra Glide cruiser.  
He had bought three burial plots to 
accommodate the casket, which was 
built by his two sons. Five embalmers 
had then prepared his body—dressed 
in black leathers, a white crash helmet 
and gloves—with a metal back brace and 
straps to ensure he remained in the seat. 

HUBCAP 
CREATURES

Artist Ptolemy Elrington from Brighton, 
England, creates incredible wildlife 
sculptures from car hubcaps. He has 

collected thousands of lost hubcaps 
from U.K. roadsides and turned them 
into imaginative sculptures of owls, 
dogs, wolves, lizards, sea creatures 
and chickens. A 33-ft-long (10-m) 
dragon that he built from 200 hubcaps 

sold for around $5,000. He cuts the 
hubcaps to shape with a craft knife and 
a hacksaw and joins them together with 
salvaged wire. 
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TOY TRAVEL Japanese company Unagi 
Travel offers people who are often unable 
to go on vacation the chance to send their 
cuddly toys instead. It charges between $20 
and $55 for the service, depending on the 
destination and the size of the toy.

WOOD BEETLE Husband and wife Momir 
and Nada Bojic from Celinac, Bosnia–
Herzegovina, made a driveable Volkswagen 
Beetle from 50,000 individually hand-
carved pieces of oak, designed to replicate 
the tiled roofs of their homeland. Most 
of the car is carved from wood, including 
the bodywork, pedals, steering wheel, 
wipers, wheel caps, bumpers, tail lights, 
gearstick, dashboard, clock and even the 
radio antenna—and when Momir drives it, 
he wears a matching wooden cap! It took 
them nearly two years to transform the 
1975 Beetle, because each wooden tile 
required no fewer than 23 
separate procedures.

PIZZA TREAT When a delayed Frontier 
Airlines flight from Washington, D.C., to 
Denver, Colorado, was diverted to Cheyenne, 
Wyoming, because of bad weather, pilot 
Gerhard Bradner bought 35 Domino's takeout 
pizzas to feed the 160 stranded passengers.

ICONIC CAR Gordon Grant of England,
spent 12 years building an exact replica of 
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, the iconic car
driven by Dick Van Dyke in the 1968 movie
of that name. 

DETECTOR SEAT Researchers at Nottingham 
Trent University, England, have developed 
a car seat that detects when drivers 
are falling asleep at the wheel. An 
electrocardiogram sensor system 
embedded into the fabric of the seat 
interprets heart signals, which indicate 
when a driver is becoming less alert. The 
system then issues a warning, and if that 
is ignored, active cruise control technology 
is deployed to slow down the vehicle.

STATIONARY WARSHIP In 1803, the British 
Navy registered a 575-ft-high (175-m) rock 
off Martinique as a British warship—H.M.S. 
Diamond Rock—and hoisted guns on top.

TOLL ROAD When highway construction near 
Bath, England, left drivers facing an hour-
long detour, local businessman Mike Watts 
spent £150,000 ($250,000) of his own 
money to build a toll road across a field—the 
first private toll road to open in the U.K. for 
more than 100 years. The 1,197-ft (365-m) 
-long road took just ten days to build, and 
he charged motorists £2 ($3.40) to use it. 
On its first five days, it carried 4,000 cars.

HIGH-SPEED CHASE Malazum Hussain was 
jailed after leading police officers on a 5-mi 
(8-km), 85-mph (135-km/h), late-night car 
chase through Sheffield, England—even 
though he is legally blind and can see only 
a few feet in front of him.

OLD HOUSE While piloting a light aircraft 
over Northglenn, Colorado, Brian Veatch 
accidentally crashed into a house he had 
once owned. Brian, who was unhurt in the 
crash, sold the house in 2003 and now lives 
about a mile away. 

DUAL POWER The Varibike, designed by 
Martin Kraiss from Ülm, Germany, can 
be propelled by both arms and legs. 
The bicycle has foot pedals and arm 
cranks connected to the wheels, thereby 
increasing the machine’s power and speed 
by more than 30 percent. 

ABSENT MINDED After police issued 
a Facebook appeal to trace the owner 
of a $108,000 boat that had been moored 
in Stromstad Harbour, Sweden, for two 
years, a wealthy Norwegian man came 
forward and said it was his, explaining 
that he had somehow forgotten all about 
the luxury vessel.

CANOE CROSSING Hungarian architect 
Gabor Rakonczay became the first person 
to paddle solo across the Atlantic Ocean 
in a canoe. Setting off from Portugal in 
December 2011, he made the 3,500-mi 
(5,600-km) crossing to Antigua in the 
Caribbean in 76 days in his 241/2-ft-long 
(7.5-m) canoe, capsizing twice in rough 
waters and, because of a fault with his 
communcations equipment, going missing 
for six weeks amid fears that he had 
drowned at sea. 

BOTTLE BOAT To celebrate their 
graduation, four science and technology 
students from Chongqing, China, spent 
two months building a working rowboat 
from 1,528 used plastic bottles. The 16-ft-
long (5-m) vessel can hold the weight of 
five adults. Armed with oars, the four 
students took the boat out onto the river 
to show that it was fully functional and 
would not sink.

             $500,000 IN LOOSE CHANGE WAS LEFT BEHIND 

AT AIRPORT SECURITY DESKS IN THE U.S.A. OVER THE 

COURSE OF 2013.
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