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ORLANDO, FL. (August 29, 2017) – Filled with remarkable photos and 
shocking stories, Ripley’s Believe It or Not! Shatter Your Senses! is the newest 
book in the bestselling series from Ripley Publishing—so incredible you won’t 
believe your eyes…or ears or nose! 
With over 1,500 all new—and all true—stories to immerse yourself in, Shatter 
Your Senses! is not just an acquired taste. With sections like Animals, Pop 
Culture, People, and Beyond Belief, there is something interesting for every 
reader—guaranteed to inform, entertain, and inspire.

Experience some of the stories that are sure 
to Shatter Your Senses! 

• SEE the world’s most expensive dress ever sold 
at auction, worn by starlet Marilyn Monroe and 
covered in over 6,000 rhinestones!

• TASTE the freaky foods featured—from starfish 
skewers on the streets of Beijing to Australia’s 
witchetty grub!

• FEEL the heat as you read about Taiwan’s 
traditional fire fishing!

• SMELL the fresh air—which is sold to tourists 
in Guangdong Province, China, by the bag!

• HEAR the crowds roar as performers like 
AcroBritt, Short E. Dangerously, Captain and 
Maybelle, and Hammer Head take the stage in 
Ripley’s Exclusive interviews, showcasing their 
unbelievable talents!

Ripley’s Believe It or Not! ® 

Shatter Your Senses!
IMPRINT: Ripley Publishing

PUBLICATION DATE: Aug. 29, 2017

ISBN: 978-1-60991-178-2

PAGES: 256

PRICE: $28.95 US / $34.95 Canada

TRIM SIZE: 9 x 11 ¾ inches

On sale August 29, Ripley’s Believe It or Not! Shatter Your 
Senses! will be available through all major booksellers.  

For downloadable page spreads and images, please visit:  
www.ripleys.com/publishing/newsroom. Review copies,  
video, and further information available on request.
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FROZEN FISH   In January 2014, the weather was so cold that when a trout jumped out of a hatchery in Decorah, Iowa, in temperatures of –22°F (–30°C), it immediately froze to a wall.
SEAGULL CHASE   A German shepherd dog named Storm went missing for four days after chasing seagulls in Hastings, England, and was eventually rescued after being found swimming 1 mi (1.6 km) out at sea.

LIGHTNING GULP   The striated frogfish is able to swallow prey in one lightning‑fast gulp, inhaling its food in just 6 milliseconds. Its mouth expands at close to the speed of a .22 rifle bullet—and that is underwater in a medium 800 times denser than air.

PROSTHETIC LEG   Mr. Ben the cockatoo has been fitted with a prosthetic leg made on a 3‑D printer by a parrot rescue center in Oxfordshire, England. He used to keep falling off his perch because he only had one foot, but that did not stop him promptly eating the prosthetic leg once fitted.

SNAKES ALIVE!   When Jacqueline Rutland moved into a new home in Verrierdale, Queensland, Australia, she kept hearing noises in her roof. She blamed them on her dog until workmen replacing the roof found 20 snake skins, the longest more than 6.5 ft (2 m) long.
GOLFING TURTLE   A snapping turtle built its nest in a sand trap at Wildwood Golf Club in McCandless Township, Pennsylvania. Club officials roped off the bunker to avoid disturbing the buried eggs, which coincidentally, are white, round, and about the size of golf balls.

MONKEY BUSINESS   Long‑tailed macaques at temples in Japan and Indonesia steal cell phones, shoes, hats, and sunglasses from tourists—and only give them back in return for food.

EXPERT MIMIC   A tiny Australian bird, the brown thornbill, scares off would‑be predators by mimicking the calls of other, much larger birds, including the pied currawong, which is about 40 times the size of the thornbill. 

CALM DEVIL   Nick the Tasmanian devil—an animal usually notorious for its aggressive behavior—was fitted with a pacemaker at California’s San Diego Zoo because his heartbeat was abnormally slow.
LOBSTER RETRIEVER   Alex Schulze, of Boca Raton, Florida, has taught his black Labrador retriever, Lila, to dive to the ocean floor and catch lobsters. He began by training her to retrieve toys from the bottom of a swimming pool. When he moved their trick out into the ocean and asked her to pick up a lobster, she succeeded on the first attempt.

DONKEY 
Dairy

TWO FACED  While hiking at Ponce de Leon Springs State 
Park in Florida, PhD student Danny Goodding captured a bizarre 
sight—a two-colored woodland jumping spider! The 1-cm-long 
spider actually exhibited both male and female characteristics (or 

gynandromorphism), with 
its colors being split 

bilaterally down 
the center 

of its body.

 The world’s most expensive 
cheese does not come from your 
usual suspects, like cows or 
goats—it comes from donkeys!

Known as Pule cheese, this Serbian 
cheese is made from the milk of 
Balkan donkeys and costs over 
$1,000 a pound! The crumbly white 
cheese comes from a single herd of 
donkeys that live on a farm in the 
Zasavica Special Nature Preserve. 
Milked by hand three times a day, 
it takes 3.5 gal (13.2 l) of milk to 
produce just 1 lb (.45 kg) of Pule!

HUNGRY HYENA
 At the Mashatu Game Reserve in Botswana, Africa, 

this scavenger bit off more than he could chew! 
Wildlife photographer Mike Dexter visited an elephant’s carcass 

just two days after it had died naturally in the wild and was 
shocked to find this young hyena had carried out an amputation!
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 Members of the Chimbu 

tribe of Papua New Guinea 

paint themselves as skeletons 

using clay and ash! 

The paint jobs are combined 

with spooky dances that were 

originally intended to intimidate 

enemies. They are now part of an 

event called a “Sing Sing,” where 

nearby clans gather to celebrate 

their culture.
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GOTTA 

SPEND’EM 

ALL  Every year, 

the small island country of Niue 

releases new coins featuring pop 

culture characters—2001 was the 

year of Pokémon!

He even traveled 
to Europe, Asia, 
and Australia!

July 22, 2016

Nintendo shares dropped 18 percent after the 

company announced that Pokémon Go would 

have a “limited” financial effect for shareholders.

July 6, 2016

Only 13 hours after its release, Pokémon Go became 

the number one highest-grossing mobile app.

July 11, 2016

Less than a week after the release 

of Pokémon Go, the market value 

of the gaming company Nintendo 

went up by $7.5 billion.

August 4, 2016
Nick Johnson of Brooklyn, New York, became  the first person to catch all the original 145 Pokémon first released with the game, including region-specific species!

July 13, 2016

The hashtag #PokémonGo made nearly 

6 BILLION impressions within the first 

week the game was released.

July 7, 2016

Thanks to the game’s augmented reality (AR) feature, 
John Coniglio was able to catch this screenshot of a 

giant Lickitung seemingly joining a  
New York Mets baseball game.

Plays of the Pokémon theme 

song more than trip
led on the 

music stre
aming service Spotify 

on the weekend Pokémon Go 

was released.

July 8, 2016

Shayla Wiggins of 

Wyoming stumbled 

upon a dead body 

while playing the game!
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POKÉDOG COSPLAY
 Georgia cosplayer Carissa Grall created this 

incredible costume for her dog, Jaguar, that makes 

her look just like the Pokémon character Umbreon! 

Carissa cleverly used chopsticks to hold the tall 

ears up and mesh for the eyes so Jaguar could see.

PRICEY PIKACHU  One of 

the rarest Pokémon cards in the world is 

the Pikachu Illustrator card—only six are 

known to exist. They were prizes for 

the winners of the Japanese Pokémon 

Card Game Illustration Contest held 

in 1997. One once sold for $20,000 

(£15,224), and in 2013, Scott Prate of 

Illinois attempted to sell one on eBay 

for $100,000 (£76,123).  These cards 

have no English counterpart and are 

the only Pokémon cards that say 

“Illustrator” rather than “Trainer.”

 Every year, dozens of giant Pikachu flood the streets of 

Yokohama, Japan, during the Pikachu Outbreak festival!

Pokémon is one of the most well-known franchises in the world, 

and even people who don’t watch the show or play the games 

recognize the adorable yellow character, Pikachu! 

During the week-long Pikachu Outbreak, Yokohama is covered in 

images of the cuddly creature—taking over restaurants, train stations, 

and malls. Hundreds gather from all over the world to celebrate their 

love of Pokémon and watch oversized versions of their favorite 

pocket monster dance, sing, and play.

July 10, 2016

SHATTER YOUR SENSES!

M E D I A  C O N T A C T


