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PUZZLING JOB Every day, retired builder 
Michael Barry of Bath, Somerset, England, 
spends hours assembling jigsaw puzzles 
that have been donated to a charity shop to 
make sure that no pieces are missing. Since 
starting his voluntary job in 2013, he has 
completed more than 300 puzzles—some 
with up to 2,000 pieces—and rejected 
about half that had missing pieces.

POSTHUMOUS VICTORY Democrat Roger 
Freeman was reelected to the Washington 
State Legislature, representing the 30th 
District, in November 2014—even though 
he had died six days before Election Day.

SAUSAGE FIGHT A man named Bacon was 
arrested in May 2015 after a dispute over 
sausage. Police in Madison, New Jersey, 
arrested Thomas Bacon for allegedly 
assaulting someone for eating the last piece 
of sausage.

KNOTS After detailed study, Swedish 
mathematician Mikael Vejdemo-Johansson 
has concluded that there are 177,147 
different ways to knot a necktie.

FLEA BOMBS In 1940 during World War II, 
the Imperial Japanese Army bombed the 
Chinese city of Ningbo with fleas carrying 
the bubonic plague, triggering a major 
outbreak that killed over 100 people.

KNIGHT SCHOOL Found wielding a 28 in. 
(70 cm) long samurai sword in a park in 
Bunbury, Western Australia, local man Guy 
Graham Jones told police officers that he 
was training to become a Jedi knight.

13 SONS In May 2015, Jay and Kateri 
Schwandt of Rockford, Michigan, welcomed 
their 13th child—and all 13 are boys.

SEEING DOUBLE When retired priest Neil 
Richardson moved to Raintree, Essex, 
England, strangers kept calling him John—
and years later the reason for the confusion 
became apparent when he bumped into 
his doppelgänger neighbor, retired school 
principal John Jemison. Not only were the 
two men almost identical in appearance, 
they discovered that they had attended 
the same college and had both worked as 
religious education teachers.

LUCKY DAY Ken Broadwell, 75, of 
Dubuque, Iowa, scratched off two winning 
lottery tickets in one day—June 23, 2015—
one winning $100,000 (£64,568), the other 
worth $930 (£600).

COIN TOSS Wilber Medina was elected 
mayor of Pillpinto, Peru, in 2014 on a coin 
toss after he and rival candidate Jose 
Cornejo had each garnered 236 votes at 
the ballot box.

SIGNIFICANT NUMBER The license plate of 
the car in which Archduke Franz Ferdinand 
was assassinated was AIII 118—the official 
end of World War I was Armistice Day, 
11/11/18.

WEDDING CLIMB Dressed in their wedding  
clothes, climbing enthusiast Lu Chao and 
his fiancée, Zhang Chenyu, scaled a 100 ft. 
(30 m) high sheer cliff in Shaanxi Province, 
China, and clung to the rock face for three 
hours while posing for wedding pictures.

MISSING COMMA Andrea Cammelleri 
escaped a parking citation because an Ohio 
village law was missing a comma. The West 
Jefferson law lists several types of vehicles 
that cannot be parked longer than 24 
hours, including a “motor vehicle camper” 
with the comma missing between “vehicle” 
and “camper.” Cammelleri successfully 
argued that her pickup truck did not fit 
that definition.

When the beach calls for “business formal” attire, Quiksilver has it covered with the True Wetsuit, a $2,500 (£1,614) wetsuit 
that looks like an actual suit and tie. 

Imagine how surreal it would be to meet 

someone that looked exactly like you. 

Niamh Geaney, a 26-year-old from Kerry, 

Ireland, set out to do just that. Using 

social media, she’s received hundreds 

of submissions from around the world, 

and found an uncanny match in just two 

weeks—and she’s still looking! Niamh 

has found two more Twin Strangers since 

and, through her website, is helping 

others find theirs.

First, Niamh found Karen, who lives 

just an hour away in Louth, Ireland.

SURF’S UP!

TWIN 
STRANGERS

Niamh’s second twin stranger was Luisa from Genoa, 

Italy. When she met with Luisa’s family and friends to 

get a feel for what she was like, Luisa’s mother thought 

Niamh was her daughter from a distance.

Ripley’s finds out more about Twin Strangers 
from Niamh Geaney. 

Q What inspired Twin Strangers? 
A The whole area of lookalikes and 
doppelgängers was something I always had 
an interest in—but it really kicked off when 
an Irish media company VIP approached 
my two friends and I to run a test on 
whether Twin Strangers could be found.

Q What was it like meeting your 
first match? 
A I thought I would be fine meeting 
Karen until I knew I was about ten 
minutes away. Then I started to get 
ridiculously nervous, wondering how I 
would react to meeting someone that 
looks like me—I would be looking at 
my own face! For the entire duration 
of our encounter I pretty much 
stared at her.

Irene from Sligo, Ireland, was Niamh’s third match. 

27


