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STRANGE REACTION A 94-year-old 
Chinese woman, Liu Jieyu, awoke from a 
coma two weeks after suffering a stroke 
to find that she could only speak English. 
The former teacher from Changsha had 
not spoken English for more than 30 years, 
but suddenly could no longer speak or 
understand her native language.

KIDNEY ROMANCE After donating her 
kidney to a total stranger, Ashley McIntyre 
of Louisville, Kentucky, became engaged 
to him, too. She gave her kidney to 
Danny Robinson in April 2014, they began 
dating soon after—and on Christmas Day 
he asked her to marry him.

NAVEL OPERATION Venezuelan body 
modification enthusiast Emilio Gonzalez 
has had his navel surgically removed. It was 
skinned down to its base and then sealed 
up with a combination of internal and 
external sutures. He also has multiple facial 
tattoos, horn-like piercings in his forehead, 
and “tunnel” holes in his ears and lower lip.

HELPING HAND For more than three 
years, 18-year-old Xie Xu has carried his 
disabled friend, 19-year-old Zhang Chi, 
to and from Daxu High School in China’s 
Jiangsu Province. Although he suffers 
from muscular dystrophy, Zhang has never 
missed a class—because Xie gives him a 
daily piggyback from their dorms to school 
and also carries him from class to class.

RIHANNA TATTOOS Rihanna fan 
Sarah Ridge, 23, from Wiltshire, England, 
has 14 tattoos related to the pop star inked 
all over her body. She has seven tattoos of 
the singer’s face, as well as copies of seven 
tattoos actually worn by her idol.

CARDBOARD HUSBAND As part of an 
art project, Lauren Adkins of Las Vegas, 
Nevada, wore a white wedding gown 
and an elegant ring to marry a life-sized 
cardboard cutout of actor Robert Pattinson 
in a $3,000 (£1,946) ceremony attended by 
50 guests at the Viva Las Vegas Wedding 
Chapel. She paid $20 (£13) for the 
cutout, which is of Pattinson as vampire 
Edward Cullen in the Twilight series, 
and later took it on a honeymoon in 
Los Angeles.

YELLOW FEAR People with 
xanthophobia have an 
intense fear of the color 
yellow, and sometimes 
even the word “yellow.”

LUNG POWER Brian 
Jackson of Muskogee, 
Oklahoma, lifted a 
4,387 lb. (1,991 kg) SUV 
off the floor by using 
nothing more than his 
breath to inflate two bags 
that had been placed under 
the vehicle. It took him just 
over 36 minutes.

STRONG STOMACH As a performance 
stunt, Asha Rani had 40 motorbikes drive 
over her stomach in one minute in her 
village of Rampur Attari in Punjab, India, 
in July 2014.

TWIN RUSH Out of 11 babies born in 
Montana’s Bozeman Deaconess Hospital 
on July 22, 2015, more than half were 
made up of three sets of twins.

UNBORN TWIN When doctors examined 
Jenny Kavanagh from London, England, 
they found an unborn twin that had been 
inside her for 45 years. The 4 in. (10 cm) 
mass discovered in her left ovary was her 
undeveloped twin that had grown inside 
her from birth—complete with a face, an 
eye, a tooth, and long black hair like hers.

TATTOO TAX People in Arkansas have to 
pay a six percent state tax on any body 
piercings or tattoos.

HOLDING HANDS Twins Jenna and Jillian 
Thistlethwaite of Orrville, Ohio, were born 
holding hands. Although not conjoined, 
they shared an amniotic sac and placenta, 
a condition known as monoamniotic, or 
“mono mono,” a birth that occurs in only 
one in 50,000 pregnancies and in just one 
percent of twins. Despite fears for their 
survival, the twins have grown up to be 
healthy, and celebrated their first birthdays 
in May 2015—having only recently stopped 
holding hands.

Retired shoe factory worker 

Ted Richards of Bristol, England, 

adores his four parrots so much 

that he’s had his face and eyeballs 

tattooed to look like them—and 

even had his ears removed in a 

risky six-hour operation. As well as 

sharing his home with his parrots, 

56-year-old Ted lives with his South 

American green iguana, Iggy, and 

pit bull terrier, Candy. Despite his 

incredible body modifications so 

far—110 tattoos, 50 piercings, and a 

split tongue—Ted still wants to turn 

his nose into a beak!
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