
Crummy Gummy told Ripley’s about the 
Force behind his face mask. Q How long did it take to make?A This took me about two months to create, 

but the last week of its creation was the craziest. 
I was trying to make a deadline so it could be 
exhibited at Wyn317 gallery for Art Basel. It was pretty much 

just energy drinks and late, late nights every day for that week.
Q How much does it weigh?A Twelve pounds! You wouldn’t think it, but those little bears start to get 

pretty heavy after you use over 1,000 of them.Q How many gummies did you eat in proportion to the number of 

gummies you used? A The piece used over 1,000 gummy bears. Now, if I ate that many, I’m 

pretty sure I would have gone into diabetic shock. But I did eat quite a few. Q Was Star Wars your only inspiration for 
the piece?A It was definitely part of it, but not the 

only thing. Don’t get me wrong—I am a HUGE 
Star Wars nerd, but my art is also inspired 
by a lot of other things that I enjoyed in my 
childhood and even still do now as an adult. 

Pop Culture

www.ripleys.com/books

Darth Vader’s INFAMOUS BREATHING was recorded 
by putting a MICROPHONE INSIDE A REGULATOR 
on a scuba tank.

It took up to SEVEN DIFFERENT PUPPETEERS 
to be JABBA THE HUTT.

The famous “EWOK” CREATURES from 
Star Wars are not actually named as such in 
any of the movies.

There is a STONE GARGOYLE of Star Wars character 
Darth Vader on the northwest tower of the NATIONAL 
CATHEDRAL IN WASHINGTON, DC.

Coins featuring Star Wars characters 
are LEGAL TENDER on the South 
Pacific island of Niue!

The phrase “I HAVE A BAD FEELING 
ABOUT THIS” is said in each film.

Force Facts

Many of the buildings 
constructed as part of 
Tatooine are still standing 
in Tunisia. 

All Nippon Airways (ANA) introduced the first 

passenger aircraft to feature a Star Wars character, as 

part of an agreement with The Walt Disney Company 

(Japan) Ltd. The largest airline in Japan, ANA hopes its 

787-9 Dreamliner with R2-D2 painted on the fuselage 

will thrill international and galactic passengers and fans 

of the popular Star Wars franchise.

FLIGHT-SA
BER

In 2007, a GENUINE LIGHTSABER used 
in the film Star Wars TRAVELED INTO 
SPACE aboard the space shuttle Discovery. 

Believe it or not, an estimated 
2.2 MILLION PEOPLE IN 
NORTH AMERICA MISSED 
WORK ON MAY 19, 1999, 
to stand in line for tickets to 
the new Star Wars movie, 
THE PHANTOM MENACE ! 

 Living on the Set

Japan’s Aomori Prefecture paid tribute to Star Wars by meticulously planting 11 varieties of 

rice in seven different colors to “paint” the popular space droids into a rice paddy field.  

An example of Japanese “tanbo” rice paddy art, it featured BB-8 from Star Wars Episode VII: 

The Force Awakens, and longtime favorites C-3PO and R2-D2 surrounding the Star Wars logo. 

SCENE-TROOPER

Rice Paddy, Far, Far Away

DA RTH GUMMY

David Eger of Milton, Ontario, 
Canada, has recreated movie 
posters, iconic paintings, 
album covers, and famous 
moments from history using 
Star Wars figures. His tribute 
to The Wizard of Oz features 
Chewbacca as the Cowardly 
Lion, Princess Leia as 
Dorothy, C-3PO as the Tin 
Man, and Han Solo as the 
Scarecrow. Eger has also 
substituted Princess Leia 
for the Mona Lisa and used 
stormtroopers for his 
version of da Vinci’s  
The Last Supper. It can take 
him an entire day to set 
up and photograph a scene.

The Force was with Orlando, Florida’s Crummy Gummy when he created his 1:1 scale model of Darth Vader’s infamous helmet made out of more than 1,000 orange and red gummy bears. 
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