Build a Pyramid

    One of the great mysteries of the ancient Egyptian people is how these individuals were able to construct the great pyramids of Egypt.  These structures have survived erosion and vandalism and still stand as a memorial to those buried inside.  How the giant stones were carried to the tops of these great tombs is still a mystery.  

     Before we build, you need to do some research.  Using the Internet or an encyclopedia, do some research on the pyramids and answer the following questions:

1. What types of people are buried in the tombs?

2. At what period in history were the pyramids constructed?

3. In what cities are there pyramids?

4. Who is probably the most famous king buried in a pyramid?

5. What process did the Egyptians use to preserve the bodies?
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Pyramid Design 101

   Now, it’s your turn to see if you can build a pyramid that will pass the test of time.  Using any materials of your choice, you will build your own pyramid.  Follow the instructions on the bottom of this page after your pyramid is constructed to see how durable yours is!

Suggested Materials:

Piece of wood for a base

Clay

Stones

Glue

Toothpicks

Match sticks

Play dough

Cardboard

     Now that you have built a pyramid, it is time to put it to the test.  Follow the instructions below and write your results.  

Place your creation on front of a hot blow drier for 5 minutes.  What effect did it have? (This simulates the hot sun, wind and arid desert conditions) ____________________________________________________________

Fill a 4-cup measuring cup with water and slowly pour it over your pyramid.  (Simulating rain) What effect did this have?

_____________________________________________________________

To further test, place your structure outside for one week.  What effect did this have?____________________________________________________

