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Ripley’s Believe It or Not! Baltimore features an 

incredible collection of hundreds of UNIQUE, 

BIZARRE & INCREDIBLE artifacts in 9 galleries. 

Our goal is to INSPIRE, INTRIGUE and SURPRISE 

guests with remarkable oddities of nature, 

science, art, humanity and history.
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• Who is Robert Ripley? • 
The Ripley story begins on Christmas 
Day in 1893, when Robert Leroy Ripley 
was born in Santa Rosa, California. A 
talented self-taught artist, Ripley sold 
his fi rst drawings to Life magazine when 
he was only 14! Ripley was also a natural 
athlete who longed for a career in 
baseball, but his dreams of pitching in 
the big Leagues were shattered when 
he broke his arm while playing his fi rst 
professional game. After the accident, 
Ripley returned to his earlier goal of 
becoming a professional artist. He 
landed a job as a cartoonist covering 
sports for the San Francisco Chronicle, 
but soon after, he left California, and 
headed for New York City.

Travel was Robert Ripley’s lifelong 
obsession. During his career, he visited 
201 countries, traveling a distance equal 
to 18 complete trips around the world!
In 1920, he made his fi rst trek across 
Europe. Two years later, he visited 
Central and South America and wrote 
about what he saw in a  syndicated 
feature column called “Rambles Around 
South America”. He was drawn to the 
Orient in 1925, crossing through Japan, 
Malaysia and the Philippines. Ripley 
felt most at home in China. He found 
Chinese culture to be fascinating, and 
adopted certain Chinese customs. When 
he entertained, he often greeted his 
guests in traditional Oriental costume. 
He presided over elaborate feasts in 
which he described the dishes of each 
course in precise detail, and at one point 
he even signed his cartoons “Rip Li”!

Ripley was called “The Modern Day Marco 
Polo.” His travels took him to North Africa 
and Morocco, to New Zealand, Tibet, New 
Guinea and Russia. On one trip he crossed two 
continents and covered over 24,000 miles from 
New York to Cairo and back again- in search of 
the unbelievable. The journey included 15,000 
miles by air, 8,000 by ship and over 1,000 miles 
by camel, donkey, and horse!

Meet my one-eyed dog,Cyclops!
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• Draw Like Ripley! • 
Robert Ripley held many jobs over his lifetime, but he was most 

famous for his drawings and daily cartoons. As you walk through our 
museum you will see several examples of his work. Ripley was the 
fi rst person inducted into the Cartoon Hall of Fame. His cartoons have 

been in continuous circulation for 75 years. 

Believe it or not…Ripley’s early cartoons featured a story and drawing 
submitted by Peanuts creator, Charles Schulz, about his dog Spike 
who could eat sharp things like pins and razor blades. Spike was later 
the inspiration for Schulz’s most famous cartoon dog, Snoopy!

Using Ripley’s cartoons as an example, pick any artifact that you see 
in the museum, read the show card and draw a Ripley’s Believe It or 
Not! cartoon based on the artifact (or 3). 
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• Math • 
How many pennies are the in penny sculpture?  

If there are 53 dozen eggs, how many eggs are there total?  

Divide the total number of eggs by the number of pennies 
in the sculpture.

What year was Lincoln Assassinated?    
How many years ago was that?  

Think of a number.
a. Double it
b. Divide by 2
c. Subtract the number you fi rst thought of
d. What number did you get? 
e. Try it again with a di� erent starting number.  
 What number did you get this time?

Any idea how that works?

1

2

3

4

5
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• Hieroglyphics • 
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Ancient Egyptians used hieroglyphics for written communication.  
Create your own hieroglyphics using shapes, numbers, smiley faces, 
or other pictures. Write your name, your teacher’s name and a 
message to your teacher with the hieroglyphics you created! 
Can they solve your secret language?
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Your Name:

Your Teacher’s Name:

Your Special Message:

Keep
Up the
Great
Work!
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• Geography • 
1st manmade structure to pass 1,000 feet?

 A. Name of Structure?

 B. Location?

 C. Height?

1

3

4

5

6

This building is the tallest building in the southern hemisphere.  

 A. Name of Structure?

 B. Location?

 C. Height?

This glass skyscraper is the largest LEED certifi ed building in the world.   

 A. Name of Structure?

 B. Location?

 C. Height?

During construction, a Red Sox Fan buried a Boston Scorecard in 
this building to curse the archrivals fi eld.

   A. Name of Structure?

 B. Location?

 C. Height?

PT Barnum led a parade of 21 elephants over this structure to assure 
the public it was safe. 

   A. Name of Structure?

 B. Location?

 C. Height?

This building is the tallest stone building and the tallest obelist.   

 A. Name of Structure?

 B. Location?

 C. Height?

2

This building is the tallest stone building and the tallest obelist.   
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• Geography Continued • 
This hovering disk is home to two restaurants that are 500 feet 
above ground. It rotates 360 degrees in 47 minutes. 

 A. Name of Structure?

 B. Location?

 C. Height?

7

Actually a nickname for the Great Bell, but generally extended to 
refer to both the Clock and Clock Tower. 

 A. Name of Structure?

 B. Location?

 C. Height?

8

9 The slanted sides cause this building to have a completely diff erent 
profi le from all directions.

 A. Name of Structure?

 B. Location?

 C. Height?

10 This building is a potential landslide hazard. It is the tallest educational 
building in the world.    

 A. Name of Structure?

 B. Location?

 C. Height?

11 The structural expressionism adopted in the design of this building 
resembles growing bamboo shoots symbolizing livelihood & prosperity.    

 A. Name of Structure?

 B. Location?

 C. Height?

A. Name of Structure?

 B. Location?

 C. Height?
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• Geography Continued • 

The design of this structure is said to be based on that of a ball point 
pen. Inside the golden ball is a luxurious revolving restaurant.   

 A. Name of Structure?

 B. Location?

 C. Height?

13

Constructed in 2002, it houses a 5 star hotel. It is comprised of two 
buildings and has an elevation of 186 meters, making it the tallest 
in Spain.  

 A. Name of Structure?

 B. Location?

 C. Height?

14

This structure is so colossal that 3 weeks after the Paris Victory Parade 
in 1919, Charles Godefroy fl ew his Nieuport biplane through it.   

 A. Name of Structure?

 B. Location?

 C. Height?

15

One of the great iconic buildings of the 20th Century, this structure 
has become known as an image of beauty around the world and serves  
as a symbol for the city, the country and the entire continent.  

 A. Name of Structure?

 B. Location?

 C. Height?

16

12 The design of this building is meant to resemble a computer chip and 
the split recreates the look of a gothic cathedral.   

 A. Name of Structure?

 B. Location?

 C. Height?
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• Geography Continued •

This building stands on an artifi cial island and is connected to the 
mainland by a private curving bridge.  The shape and structure is 
designed to mimic the sail of a ship.  

 A. Name of Structure?

 B. Location?

 C. Height?

18

In 1995, this was declared one of the modern 7 wonders of the world 
by the American Society of Civil Engineers. 

 A. Name of Structure?

 B. Location?

 C. Height?

19

This building is regarded as the fi nest example of Mughal architecture.  
It was built by an emperor in memory of his 3rd wife.    

 A. Name of Structure?

 B. Location?

 C. Height?

20

17 It was built as a monument to the westward expansion of the US 
costing $13 million at the time (approximately $95,900,000 today).  

 A. Name of Structure?

 B. Location?

 C. Height?

 B. Location?

 C. Height?

 B. Location?

 C. Height?
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• Science • 

Robert Ripley called Genetic Abnormalities “Tricks of Nature”. 
Can you fi nd three examples in this building of a creature or 
human who is di� erent?

1.

2.

3.  

Can you fi nd the butterfl ies? 
Draw a picture of the butterfl y 
labeled #20. 

While butterfl y collecting is 
normally thought of as a 
hobby, in the 1800’s there 
was a very important scientifi c 
purpose to butterfl y collecting. 
What was that? 

1

2

Optical Illusions: The eye and brain are both easily fooled. There 
are many kinds of optical illusions. Some involve color and/or 
contrast.  Others use perceived shapes. List three examples of 
optical illusions in this room. What did you see?

1.

2.

3.  

3 are many kinds of optical illusions. Some involve color and/or are many kinds of optical illusions. Some involve color and/or 
contrast.  Others use perceived shapes. List three examples of 
optical illusions in this room. What did you see?

are many kinds of optical illusions. Some involve color and/or 
contrast.  Others use perceived shapes. List three examples of 
optical illusions in this room. What did you see?

Robert Ripley called Genetic Abnormalities “Tricks of Nature”. 
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• Science Continued • 

3

Recycle: To alter or adopt an object or substance to be reused or 
used in a completely new way. Throughout the museum you will 
fi nd sculptures and artwork made out of old or reused items.  List 
three below and what they were made from. 

True/False: Some rocks can 
glow in the dark. 

Find the collection of rocks 
and list three common 
fl uorescent minerals.

1.

2.

3.  

1.

2.

3.  

4

5
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• History and Culture • 

3

So many cool

things, how will

you choose?!

Assignment #1
Pick any artifact throughout the museum that strikes your interest. Read 
the show card about the object. On a separate piece of paper write three 
paragraphs about the object. Include the following: 

A. Ripley’s has John Wilkes Booth’s derringer on display. 
    Who is John Wilkes Booth? 

B. Of John Wilkes Booth’s co-conspirators, which one was 
    from Baltimore?  

C. Believe It or not, there were a lot of similarities between 
Abraham Lincoln and John F Kennedy. List three. 

1.

2.

3.  

Assignment #2
Answer the following questions.

A. Describe the object. What is it? Where is it from? 
 What date? What is its purpose?

B. What does this suggest about the culture, 
 community and/or family the object is from?

C. Compare this to your family and culture. Would you use
 the object? Is there anything you and your family use that 
 could be considered for the same purpose?  

Assignment #3
Find an artifact that relates to the St. Valentine’s Day Massacre.  
What is the signifi cance of this event?
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Assignment #4
    A. Most cultures use something as a form of currency. List 
         fi ve examples of currency that you fi nd in Ripley’s.

 1.

 2.

 3.

 4.

 5.

     B. Pick one of the forms of currency and write a short paragraph 
         detailing what you are able to determine about the culture and 
         what they valued based on the type of currency they use. 

• History and Culture Continued • 

    A. Most cultures use something as a form of currency. List 

Assignment #5
Believe it or not, the three shrunken heads found at Ripley’s
used to be real people once upon a time. Why did the Jivaro 
Indians from Equador claim enemy heads?

Assignment #6
A. List three facts that you learned about the Ancient Egyptians.

 1.

 2.

 3.

B. What does this tell you about their culture?

A. List three facts that you learned about the Ancient Egyptians.
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• Word Power • 
Find the following vocabulary words on your travels throughout the Believe 
It or Not! Museum. See if you can understand the meaning of the word from 
the exhibit and write the meaning beside the word below. If you cannot 
derive the meaning of the word from the exhibit, use the reference materials 
in your classroom or library and write the defi nitions. Complete the puzzle 
on the following page that uses your unbelievable words!

B D E L I E V E E I T P N J P

U I E F F R P C W B W A O U V

B B B T M G C I W H K N I P E

M F Y I A E V B D S Z N T H S

N G L M N U T H Y H L Q I S A

J X C T R J Q M H A X U T U I

X K R H E Q B I Y R I S S F N

F I U R E O L T T Z X G R A V

C W I O L J I Y G N H W E W L

E Y K I S S X S V T A G P I B

W O S V R S S T B U P E U Y Z

S M E E C C W L L V J B S K Q

D I V Z Z E L K S B P W Y Y J

L I V S F O T I J I Z L X I E

D I B U L A U P M R O A C I OD I B U L A U P M R O A C I O

 1. Symbolism

 2. Superstition

 3. Diversity

 4. Antiquated

 5. Eccentric

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.



• ODD IS IN - Bullies are OUT! • 
Robert Leroy Ripley was many things to many people. He was an artist, 
an entrepreneur, and a world traveler. He spent much of his adult life 
traveling the globe searching for exciting new cultures, rituals, and people! 
One thing Robert Ripley was not, was a bully. Through his travels, Ripley 
met some of the most interesting people from around the world. People 
who were tall, short, big, small, some who ate bugs, some who pierced 
their bodies with bone, and others who had spent their lives being 
ridiculed for their physical di� erences. He met women with full beards, 
men whose faces were entirely covered with hair, people that were over 
8 feet tall, and those that grew to mere inches. In the end, Robert Ripley 
welcomed them all into his home, on board his ship, and into every fi ber 
of his life. In fact, he made them his life.  

Ripley was very protective and caring towards those who were “di� erent” 
than what our society says that they should be. In those day, sideshows 
featured what they called “Freaks.” Ripley would have none of that. To this 
day, the word has been banned from the company’s vocabulary. Our entire 
company is founded on the principle that all people are created equal and 
deserve to be treated as such. We should learn to appreciate the fact that 
all people are not the same and celebrate these di� erences rather than 
exploiting them or abusing those who di� er in appearance. We hope that 
you will utilize these lessons in an e� ort to help children come to accept 
and celebrate all people from all walks of life. After all, we at Ripley’s 
believe that ‘ODD IS IN!’ 

For more information on Ripley’s Believe It or Not! Fight 
against Bullying, contact your local Odditorium for our 
“Odd Is In” slide show, class presentation and buttons.

Features:
1. Identifying the 4 Types of Bullying In Our Society
2. Dealing With Bullying
3. Discussion Questions
4. Embracing Our Di� erences
5. Interesting ODD People in the History of Ripley’s
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