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BIZARRE & INCREDIBLE artifacts in 9 galleries. 
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guests with remarkable oddities of nature, 

science, art, humanity and history.
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• Who is Robert Ripley? • 
The Ripley story begins on Christmas 
Day in 1893, when Robert Leroy Ripley 
was born in Santa Rosa, California. A 
talented self-taught artist, Ripley sold 
his fi rst drawings to Life magazine when 
he was only 14! Ripley was also a natural 
athlete who longed for a career in 
baseball, but his dreams of pitching in 
the big Leagues were shattered when 
he broke his arm while playing his fi rst 
professional game. After the accident, 
Ripley returned to his earlier goal of 
becoming a professional artist. He 
landed a job as a cartoonist covering 
sports for the San Francisco Chronicle, 
but soon after, he left California, and 
headed for New York City.

Travel was Robert Ripley’s lifelong 
obsession. During his career, he visited 
201 countries, traveling a distance equal 
to 18 complete trips around the world!
In 1920, he made his fi rst trek across 
Europe. Two years later, he visited 
Central and South America and wrote 
about what he saw in a  syndicated 
feature column called “Rambles Around 
South America”. He was drawn to the 
Orient in 1925, crossing through Japan, 
Malaysia and the Philippines. Ripley 
felt most at home in China. He found 
Chinese culture to be fascinating, and 
adopted certain Chinese customs. When 
he entertained, he often greeted his 
guests in traditional Oriental costume. 
He presided over elaborate feasts in 
which he described the dishes of each 
course in precise detail, and at one point 
he even signed his cartoons “Rip Li”!

Ripley was called “The Modern Day Marco 
Polo.” His travels took him to North Africa 
and Morocco, to New Zealand, Tibet, New 
Guinea and Russia. On one trip he crossed two 
continents and covered over 24,000 miles from 
New York to Cairo and back again- in search of 
the unbelievable. The journey included 15,000 
miles by air, 8,000 by ship and over 1,000 
miles by camel, donkey, and horse!

Meet my one-eyed dog,Cyclops!
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• Draw Like Ripley! • 
Robert Ripley held many jobs over his lifetime, but one of the things 
he was most known for were his cartoons. As you walk through our 
museum you will see several examples of his work. Ripley was the 
fi rst person inducted into the Cartoon Hall of Fame. His cartoons have 

been in continuous circulation for 75 years. 

Believe it or not…Ripley’s early cartoons featured a story and drawing 
submitted by Peanuts creator, Charles Schulz, about his dog Spike 
who could eat sharp things like pins and razor blades. Spike was later 
the inspiration for Schulz’s most famous cartoon dog, Snoopy!

Using Ripley’s cartoons as an example, pick any artifact that you see 
in the museum, read the show card and draw a Ripley’s Believe It or 
Not! cartoon based on the artifact (or 3). 
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What percentage of letters are unaccounted for?  

What percentage of his letters were replied to?

How many letters did he write on average per year?  

How many pennies are in the Penny Sculpture?  
If a penny weighs 2.5 grams, approximately how much does 
the penny sculpture weigh in pounds? 

How old is the Sarcophagus in the Egyptian room?  
What year was it made?

• Math • 

a. Wayne spent           years of his life writing letters to Ripley.

b. He sent    letters over the course of his life.

c. He received     replies. 

d.    letters were returned.

e.     are unaccounted for.

1

2

3

4

5

Wayne Harbour is “The man who refused to believe”.  
He wrote frequent letters to Robert Ripley refuting his claims.
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• Hieroglyphics • 
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Ancient Egyptians used hieroglyphics for written communication.  
Create your own hieroglyphics using shapes, numbers, smiley faces, 

or other pictures. Write your name, your teacher’s name and a 
message to your teacher with the hieroglyphics you created! 

Can they solve your secret language?
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Your Name:

Your Teacher’s Name:

Your Special Message:

In ancient
Egyptian

Hieroglyphics,
hearts are
portrayed 2
ways: one
meaning an 
animal heart, 
the other 

indicating a
human heart.
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• Geography • 
After you answer the questions below, use the World Map on page 9 to 

label where each structure can be found. Below the World Map, 
list these buildings in order from shortest to tallest.

Chrysler Building
 A. Fact Associated with the Structure?  
 B. Location?
 C. Height?

Rialto
 A. Fact?  
 B. Location?
 C. Height?

Taipei 101
 A. Fact?  
 B. Location?
 C. Height?

Yankee Stadium
 A. Fact?  
 B. Location?
 C. Height?

Brooklyn Bridge
 A. Fact?  
 B. Location?
 C. Height?

Washington Monument
 A. Fact?  
 B. Location?
 C. Height?

1

2

3

4

5

6
 B. Location?
 C. Height?
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• Geography Continued • 
The Space Needle
 A. Fact?  
 B. Location?
 C. Height?

Big Ben
 A. Fact?  
 B. Location?
 C. Height?

Fountain Place
 A. Fact?  
 B. Location?
 C. Height?

Moscow University Building
 A. Fact?  
 B. Location?
 C. Height?

Bank of China
 A. Fact?  
 B. Location?
 C. Height?

Tokyo City Hall
 A. Fact?  
 B. Location?
 C. Height?

Alfaisaliyah Center
 A. Fact?  
 B. Location?
 C. Height?

7

8

9

10

11

12

13
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• Geography Continued • 
Gran Hotel Bali
 A. Fact?  
 B. Location?
 C. Height?

Arc de Triomphe
 A. Fact?  
 B. Location?
 C. Height?

Sydney Opera House
 A. Fact?  
 B. Location?
 C. Height?

St. Louis Gateway Arch
 A. Fact?  
 B. Location?
 C. Height?

Burj Al Hotel
 A. Fact?  
 B. Location?
 C. Height?

CN Tower
 A. Fact?  
 B. Location?
 C. Height?

Taj Mahal
 A. Fact?  
 B. Location?
 C. Height?

17

14

15

16

18

19

20 The Mausoleum of

Emperor Humayan,

of India, constructed

in 1566, was the model

for the Taj Mahal
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• World Map • 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Shortest

Tallest

19.

20.
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Assignment #1
Pick any artifact throughout the museum that strikes your interest. Read 
the show card about the object. On a separate piece of paper write three 
paragraphs about the object. Include the following: 

Assignment #2
A. Most cultures use something as a form of currency. List fi ve 
    examples of currency that you fi nd in Ripley’s.

 1.

 2.

 3.

 4.

 5.

B. Pick one of the forms of currency and write a short paragraph 
    detailing what you are able to determine about the culture and 
    what they valued based on the type of currency they use. 

• History and Culture • 

A. Describe the object. What is it? Where is it from? 
 What date? What is its purpose?

B. What does this suggest about the culture, community 
 and/or family the object is from?

C. Compare this to your family and culture. Would you use
 the object? Is there anything you and your family use that 
 could be considered for the same purpose?  

the show card about the object. On a separate piece of paper write three 

 the object? Is there anything you and your family use that 
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• History and Culture Continued • 

Assignment #4
Believe it or not, the three shrunken heads found at Ripley’s used to 
be real people once upon a time! 
 
A. Why did the Jivaro Indians from Equador claim enemy heads?

B. Below are the steps necessary for shrinking a head. Using numbers 
    1 through 4, put the steps in order.

Boil head in a broth of secret herbs  Peel away skin to remove the skull
Cure head over an open fire   Put hot stones and sand in the cavity. 

Assignment #5
A. List three facts that you learned about the Ancient Egyptians.

 1.

 2.

 3.

B. What does this tell you about their culture?

Assignment #3
What was the punishment for a Padaung woman who was caught  
cheating on her husband? How do you think this practice would be 
interpreted or viewed in your culture or other cultures?
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• Science • 

Robert Ripley called Genetic Abnormalities “Tricks of Nature”. 
Can you fi nd three examples in this building of a creature or 
human who is diff erent?

1.

2.

3.  

Optical Illusions: The eye and brain are both easily fooled. There 
are many kinds of optical illusions. Some involve color and/or 
contrast.  Others use perceived shapes. List three examples of 
optical illusions in this room. What did you see?

1.

2.

3.  

Can you fi nd the butterfl ies? 
Draw a picture of the butterfl y 
labeled #20. 

While butterfl y collecting is 
normally thought of as a 
hobby, in the 1800’s there 
was a very important scientifi c 
purpose to butterfl y collecting. 
What was that? 

1

2

3
 The eye and brain are both easily fooled. There  The eye and brain are both easily fooled. There 

are many kinds of optical illusions. Some involve color and/or 
contrast.  Others use perceived shapes. List three examples of 
optical illusions in this room. What did you see?

 The eye and brain are both easily fooled. There 
are many kinds of optical illusions. Some involve color and/or 
contrast.  Others use perceived shapes. List three examples of 
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• Science Continued •

3Recycle: To alter or adopt an object or substance to be reused or 
used in a completely new way. Throughout the museum you will 
fi nd sculptures and artwork made out of old or reused items.  List 
three below and what they were made from. 

True/False: Some rocks can 
glow in the dark. 

Find the collection of rocks 
and list three common 
fl uorescent minerals.

1.

2.

3.  

1.

2.

3.  

4

5
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