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• Who is Robert Ripley? •
The Ripley story begins on Christmas
Day in 1893, when Robert Leroy Ripley
was born in Santa Rosa, California. A
talented self-taught artist, Ripley sold
his first drawings to Life magazine when
he was only 14! Ripley was also a natural
athlete who longed for a career in
baseball, but his dreams of pitching in
the big Leagues were shattered when
he broke his arm while playing his first
professional game. After the accident,
Ripley returned to his earlier goal of
becoming a professional artist. He
landed a job as a cartoonist covering
sports for the San Francisco Chronicle,
but soon after, he left California, and
headed for New York City.
Travel was Robert Ripley’s lifelong
obsession. During his career, he visited
201 countries, traveling a distance equal
to 18 complete trips around the world!
In 1920, he made his first trek across
Europe. Two years later, he visited
Central and South America and wrote
about what he saw in a syndicated
feature column called “Rambles Around
South America”. He was drawn to the
Orient in 1925, crossing through Japan,
Malaysia and the Philippines. Ripley
felt most at home in China. He found
Chinese culture to be fascinating, and
adopted certain Chinese customs. When
he entertained, he often greeted his
guests in traditional Oriental costume.
He presided over elaborate feasts in
which he described the dishes of each
course in precise detail, and at one point
he even signed his cartoons “Rip Li”!
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Ripley was called “The Modern Day Marco
Polo.” His travels took him to North Africa
and Morocco, to New Zealand, Tibet, New
Guinea and Russia. On one trip he crossed
two continents and covered over 24,000 miles
from New York to Cairo and back again- in
search of the unbelievable. The journey
included 15,000 miles by air, 8,000 by ship &
over 1,000 miles by camel, donkey, and horse!
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• Draw Like Ripley! •
Robert Ripley held many jobs over his lifetime, but one of the things
he was most known for were his cartoons. As you walk through our
museum you will see several examples of his work. Ripley was the
first person inducted into the Cartoon Hall of Fame. His cartoons have
been in continuous circulation for 75 years.
Believe it or not…Ripley’s early cartoons featured a story and drawing
submitted by Peanuts creator, Charles Schulz, about his dog Spike
who could eat sharp things like pins and razor blades. Spike was later
the inspiration for Schulz’s most famous cartoon dog, Snoopy!
Using Ripley’s cartoons as an example, pick any artifact that you see
in the museum, read the show card and draw a Ripley’s Believe It or
Not! cartoon based on the artifact (or 3).
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• Math •

1

How many suitcases does Robert Ripley have?

2

What number is the first ten (10) multiples of that number
of suitcases?

3

How much does Edward Hagner weigh?

4

What is his height in inches?

5

How many one dollar bills are in the portrait of George
Washington?

6

What is the number of pennies that would equal the dollar
amount in the picture?

7

Draw a mathematical array to represent $500.
Can you draw it another way?

8

Find the replica of the bar of gold. What is the weight printed
on the gold bar?

3

• Math Continued •

9

How many ounces of gold is that?

10

If the value of gold is $1383.00 per ounce, how much would
that bar of gold be valued?

11

Find three other cultures and what type of items they
used as money.

12

Find the Date Stamp Art Piece.
A. What are the latest dates of the art piece?
B. How long has it been in days? Hours?
A.
B.

13

Find the Michael Jackson Pop Art Piece.
A. How many soda cans were used to create the piece?
B. If each can held 12oz. of soda, how much soda was consumed?
A.
B.

14

How tall, in inches, is the World’s Tallest Man?
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• Finders Keepers •
Look for the following items in the museum!
Look carefully because everything is not what it seems!
See if you can answer the following questions.

1

Find the picture of Kermit the Frog. Who else is in the picture
with him?

2

Who is in the picture that is made completely of candy?

3

What Disney characters are on a life size display near the
picture made of candy?

4

What is the Coughin’ Coffin made of?

5

What color is the Lizard Man’s tattoos?

6

Who is in the picture made of soda cans?

7

Find the Victorian Burial Wreath.
What is it made of?

Read the
show cards
for clues!
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• Hieroglyphics •
Ancient Egyptians used hieroglyphics for written communication.
Create your own hieroglyphics using shapes, numbers, smiley
faces, or other pictures. Write your name, your teacher’s name
and a message to your teacher with the hieroglyphics you
created! Can they solve your secret language?

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

I

J

K

L

M

N

O

P

Q

R

S

T

U

V

W

X

Y

Z
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Your Name:

Your Teacher’s Name:

Your Special Message:

Keep
Up the
Great
Work!
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• Geography •
Can you name the building/structure that goes with the fact below?
Please note the location of the building structure and its height.

1

During Construction a Red Sox Fan buried a Boston Scorecard
in this building to curse the arch-rivals ﬁeld.
A. Name of Structure?
B. Location?
C. Height?

2

PT Barnum led a parade of 21 elephants over this structure to
assure the public it was safe.
A. Name of Structure?
B. Location?
C. Height?

3

1st manmade structure to pass 1,000 feet?
A. Name of Structure?
B. Location?
C. Height?

Where are all three structures located?
Can you list the structures in order from shortest to tallest?

Bonus
Question

1.
2.
3.
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• Geography Continued •
If you could visit one of the places, which one would
you select? Explain why you would want to go there
and why you would encourage others to go there also.

Find the building that is in Melbourne, Australia. That is the
tallest building in the Southern Hemisphere on display.
What is the difference in height between that building and
tallest building on display?

Gather the heights of each building. Organize the height of each
building and the tallest building on display.

Gather the height of each building. Organize the height of each
building in increasing order.

Bonus
Activity

Use the internet to research any taller buildings in the
world. Where are they located? How do they change the
order of the buildings?
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• Vocabulary •
Read and develop an understanding for the following definitions.
List one exhibit in the museum that fits the definitions.
CULTURE: The arts and other creations of human intellectual
achievement regarded collectively.
Exhibit
TRIBE: A social division in a traditional society consisting of
families or communities linked by social, economic,
religious, or blood ties, with common culture and dialect,
typically having a recognized leader.
Exhibit
SUPERSTITION: Excessively credulous belief in and reverence
for supernatural beings or acts.
Exhibit
ANCIENT: Belonging to the very distant past and no longer in existence.
Exhibit
RITUAL: A religious or solemn ceremony consisting
of a series of actions performed according to a
prescribed order.
Exhibit
s
word
g
i
b
e
r
Thes
e you !
v
i
g
y
l
t
real
rk-ou
o
w
a
brain

10

• Science •

Can you find the answers to these questions
while going through the museum?

1

What animal has its head on its feet and its teeth on its tongue?

2

Would this be a good adaptation for humans? Why or why not?

3

How heavy is air? Could you lift a room filled with air?

4

Why do we not feel the weight of air?

5

You need to have excellent
a tightrope.

6

Try walking the tightrope. Can you walk it?

to walk
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• Tricks of Nature •
Robert Ripley called Genetic Abnormalities “Tricks of Nature”.
Can you find three examples in this building of a creature or
human who is different?
1.
2.
3.

How are these “Tricks of Nature” different than
their genetically normal counter parts? Be sure
to identify the differences and similarities
between both types of animals.
Differences:

Similarities:
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• Lepidoptery •
[lep-i-dop-tuh-ree] The study of butterﬂies and moths.
Can you find the butterflies?
Draw a picture of the butterfly labeled #20.

13

• Optical Illusions •
The eye and brain are both easily fooled. There are many
kinds of optical illusions. Some involve color and/ or
contrast. Others use perceived shapes. List three examples
of optical illusions in this room. What did you see?

1

2

3
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• History and Culture •
Robert Ripley traveled to 201 countries in his
lifetime. As you walk through the museum, can
you find five examples of countries that he visited?

3

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Find a little girl named Kamala in the museum and
with your teacher read about her life. Afterwards,
fill in the blanks using the word bank below.
raw meat

wolves

upright

loneliness

eight

growled

1. Kamala was raised by
2. Kamala was

.
years old when she was found

by humans.
3. Kamala refused to walk
and ate
4. Kamala died of

,
.
for her canine family.

Imagine you are Kamala. What do you think life would
have been like if you were raised by wolves?
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• ODD IS IN - Bullies are OUT! •
Robert Leroy Ripley was many things to many people. He was an artist,
an entrepreneur, and a world traveler. He spent much of his adult life
traveling the globe searching for exciting new cultures, rituals, and people!
One thing Robert Ripley was not was a bully. Through his travels, Ripley
met some of the most interesting people from around the world. People
who were tall, short, big, small, some who ate bugs, some who pierced
their bodies with bone, and others who had spent their lives being
ridiculed for their physical differences. He met women with full beards,
men whose faces were entirely covered with hair, people that were over
8 feet tall, and those that grew to mere inches. In the end, Robert Ripley
welcomed them all into his home, on board his ship, and into every fiber
of his life. In fact, he made them his life.
Ripley was very protective and caring towards those who were “different”
than what our society says that they should be. In those day, sideshows
featured what they called “Freaks.” Ripley would have none of that. To this
day, the word has been banned from the company’s vocabulary. Our entire
company is founded on the principle that all people are created equal and
deserve to be treated as such. We should learn to appreciate the fact that
all people are not the same and celebrate these differences rather than
exploiting them or abusing those who differ in appearance. We hope that
you will utilize these lessons in an effort to help children come to accept
and celebrate all people from all walks of life. After all, we at Ripley’s
believe that ‘ODD IS IN!’

For more information on Ripley’s Believe It or Not! Fight
against Bullying, contact your local Odditorium for our
“Odd Is In” slide show, class presentation and buttons.
Features:
1.
Identifying the 4 Types of Bullying In Our Society
2.
Dealing With Bullying
3.
Discussion Questions
4.
Embracing Our Differences
5.
Interesting ODD People in the History of Ripley’s

16

